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Prayer Room Etiquette
We desire this place to be  sanctuary of encounter with Jesus; therefore, we ask that your interaction and focus be directed towards Him whether through bible study, prayer, intercession, worship, silence, meditation, etc.  For the good of others, we govern our prayer room under the principle of love and have reduced the level of personal freedom in our midst so that everyone can, in love, enjoy the prayer room.  With that said, we have incorporated protocol that we believe will help facilitate a smooth flow of worship, prayer, and unity within the room.  Please view these guidelines with the lens that we want everyone to enjoy the pleasures of communion with the Lord in His house of prayer.  If you have any suggestions and/or questions please feel free to contact us at administrator@ghopsc.org.  Thank you for your cooperation as we pray for His Kingdom to come and His will to be done!!  
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:3)
General Prayer Room Etiquette:
· Please keep conversations in the prayer room under 30 seconds and in a very low voice so that others are not distracted from their times of worship and prayer.  If you need to have an extended conversation with someone, please do so in the foyer at the back of room or downstairs in the grill area. You may be kindly asked to relocate your conversation by one of the GHOP leaders as we want to maintain the sanctity in the prayer room.

· In order to help others stay focused in the prayer room, please keep your volume while praying, singing, humming, clapping etc below a level that would distract others from what is coming from the stage and speakers.

· Please do not talk on your cell phone in the prayer room.  We recommend you turn your phone off to keep you from being distracted from the Lord, but if you prefer not to turn it off, then please make sure that the volume is turned off and/or the phone is on vibrate.

· Please do not bring and play outside instruments (i.e. tambourines, hand drums, egg shakers, harmonicas, etc.) in the prayer room. Only those musicians assigned to the designated set are permitted to play instruments in the prayer room.  If you would like to be a part of a worship team, please email administrator@ghopsc.org. 

· Group prayer at GHOP is facilitated by way of our corporate intercession sets.  For this reason, we ask that you do not organize small group prayer and/or personal prayer in the prayer room unless asked to by whomever is leading the prayer meeting.  If you have a personal prayer request that needs immediate attention, please approach a GHOP leader who will agree with you in prayer.  Know that there is also a place for personal prayer requests on our website.

· Please do not bring food into the prayer room.  Only covered drinks (preferably bottled) allowed.  Please do not leave any trash in the prayer room.

· In an effort to maintain high standards of health and sanitation, please wear socks and/or shoes at all times while in the prayer room.

· If you find yourself in a time of travail and/or manifestation that is outwardly expressive, please move to the back of the room opposite of the stage and behind the sound booth. Though we desire for you to have a place to engage your heart with the Lord in an openly expressive context, we do ask that you remove yourself from the main prayer room so that the rest of the room is able to remain undistracted.

· If you feel led to pray over the microphone during one of our “open-mike” intercession sets, please come to the front of the prayer room and sit on the front row of chairs nearest to the prayer leader.  The prayer leader facilitating the meeting will assist you and let you know when it is your turn to pray.  Please be prepared to wait up to 15 minutes before praying over the microphone.  

Also, consider the below procedures if and when you decide to pray over the microphone:
Microphone Etiquette:
· Please keep your prayers under 5 minutes.  

· Please do not pray in tongues on the microphone.

· Please do not shout your prayers over the microphone.

· The microphone is to facilitate agreement in corporate prayer.  Therefore, preaching, sharing of prophetic words, personal stories, dreams, etc. is not allowed during the intercession set.    

· Though if you do feel you have a prophetic word to share with an individual or with the room, please submit the word to the prayer leader or someone on GHOP staff so that the word may be properly discerned and delivered.

· Please use scripture references to direct your prayer in order to ensure accuracy and effectiveness.  If you are shifting topics or using a different scripture please let the prayer leader and the rest of the room know so that everyone can be in agreement in prayer.
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